
 

Placement criteria will begin with the following guidelines: 
 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Varsity 9th- 12th grade Boys and Girls who: 
1. Placed in the top 25% in any two JV1 races in the prior year, or; 
2. Placed in the top 30% of the JV1 overall season standings in the previous season,  
3. Raced varsity the previous season 
4. Successfully petition into the category. 

JV1 9th-12th grade Boys and Girls who: 
1. Placed in the top 25% in any two JV2 races in the prior year, or; 
2. Placed in the top 30% of the JV2 overall season standings, 
3. Raced in JV1 the prior year but did not qualify to upgrade to Varsity 

 
8th-12th grade Boys and Girls who: 

1. Successfully petition into the category. 
 

9th grade Boys and Girls who: 
1. Previously raced Competitive 7/8 and had 2 finishes in the top 20% 

JV2 9th-12th grade Boys and Girls who: 
1. Placed in the top 25% in any three JV3 races 
2. Raced JV2 the prior year but did not qualify to upgrade to JV1 or Varsity 
3. Choose to opt into JV2 from JV3 

 
9th grade Boys and Girls who: 

1. Placed in the top 25% in any two 8th grade races in the prior year 
2. Previously raced Competitive 7/8 and did not qualify for JV1 

JV3 All 9th through 12th grade Boys and Girls except for those who qualified for other categories. This is a novice category. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

7 & 8 Advanced 7th and 8th graders that successfully petition 

8th Grade 8th Grade only 

7th Grade 7th Grade only 

6th Grade 6th grade only 

 

FIELDS (CATEGORY SPLITS) 

● When it is not practical to split into divisions or conferences, a single category may be split into fields without splitting 
teams into conferences or divisions.  

● Examples of split fields:   
○ JV2 has 100 riders in the category so it’s split into two fields; two separate start times. They score together as one 

category. Best practice is then to split JV2 into multiple categories in the next season.  

 

SECTION 5.13 — Petitioning for a placement criteria exception  
In general, exceptions to the placement criteria are discouraged and should be granted only under extraordinary circumstances.  

Student-athletes must compete in appropriate competitive peer groups to prevent strategic gamesmanship in category 
placement.  

● Petitions for an upgrade in categories will only be granted upon a showing that: 
○ The student-athlete’s performance and experience level clearly exceed the level of other riders competing in the 

rider’s designated category. The riding abilities and maturity of the student-athlete seeking the upgraded 
category greatly exceeds the competitive nature of the category; and  
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